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With the progress just referred to has come
a more specific knowledge in every direction.
This has told potently upon sanitary laws and
better provisions for general health. The Re-
public recognises the right of the helpless to
receive medical aid from society. The nursing
of the poor, like that of the rich, is more and
more done by trained persons. Medical science
and skill are more available. From 1881 to
1802 the number of doctors has risen from 10,743
to 15,907, offieiers de sante1 have fallen fro:m
3,638 to 1,201, but midwives have increased from
5,877 to 13,249, and druggists from 5,661 tc
10,$48. Those professionally concerned witl
public health have increased from 25,914 tc
40,605.3 Medical and surgical societies con
tribute potently to the efficiency of this service
Public health has become a matter of nations
concern. Physical culture has rapidly won it
way all over the country, notwithstanding th
ascetic spirit of the historic Church. Gymnas
tic and sporting societies of all kinds have bee
formed to develop the body* Even those whc
upon religious grounds, objected to this ha^
themselves been compelled to organise athleti
organisations and schools of physical culture 1

1A secondary grade of doctors now much discredited,